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Searching for elderly individuals born in
Taiwan who can speak Japanese
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[Saturday, August 10, 2024, 19:30-20:30]
Online Cross-Talk

Her-song Tseng (Kaohsiung City)

x Keijiro Suzuki (Hsinchu City)

With the cooperation of the landlord (Ms.
Wen Yi Chin, £ , or Winnie) and her
grandfather (Mr. Her-song Tseng, & 14,
94 years old), we were able to connect
Kaohsiung City and Hsinchu City for an

online conversation.

This was two days after a magnitude

7.1 earthquake occurred in Miyazaki
Prefecture, Japan, on August 8.

As soon as the online conversation
began, we started with introductions.
The day before, | had spoken with Mr.
Wencen Ceng, or & X%, a person

born in Taiwan who received a Japanese
education and lives in Hsinchu City, so

I immediately recognized his surname
when writtnen in Chinese. Mr. Her-song
Tseng told me that the second character
in his name represents “peace,” and the
third means “pine.” At this point, | already
began to feel a bit of connection to
Japan. Soon after, | started to call him“So
san”and proceeded our dialogue.

So san was born in 1930 (the 5th year of
Showa) in Pingtung County, southern
Taiwan, and now lives in Kaohsiung City.
As we subtly confirmed whether each

of us could hear clearly and understand
Japanese well, So san shared memories of
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his travels to Kyushu, including Miyazaki
Prefecture. It was a conversation where he
recalled memories, sometimes speaking
them aloud, and | would suggest names
of places that came to mind to help him
connect the pieces of his memory.

Soon after, we moved on to a discussion
about Hsinchu City’s current status as
the world’s number one semiconductor
factory, and its recent connection to the
new factory in Kumamoto Prefecture,
Japan. This led to a conversation about
history: Kumamoto Castle was built by
Kiyomasa Kato, and Hideyoshi Toyotomi
dispatched troops to Korea from Nagoya
Castle in Saga Prefecture. Hideyoshi’s
base was Osaka Castle. Nobunaga Oda,
Hideoyoshi Toyotomi, and the youngest
of the three, leyasu Tokugawa, were also
mentioned.

After smoothly recounting Japanese
history from the Sengoku period, So

san moved on to talk about the Opium
Wars, in which many in the Qing Dynasty
became addicted to opium imported
from Britain. He also mentioned the First
Sino-Japanese War, fought between
Japan and the Qing Dynasty. He told me
that the design of the Japanese military
uniform was influenced by Europe,
particularly the French style for the
army. He pointed out, as I've felt while
living in Yamaguchi City, how Japan’s
modernization and its military had strong
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British influences.

| also shared my name and told him | was
from Nagoya City and currently living in
Yamaguchi City, Yamaguchi Prefecture.

So san continued his story. Born in 1930,
he graduated from elementary school

at around the age of 12 (in 1942, the

17th year of Showa), and along with six
classmates, left Taiwan aboard a transport
ship from Donggang (Pingtung County).
They were assigned individual rooms, but
the ship’s rocking was so severe that they
spent time on deck.

They passed through the Kanmon Straits
and the Seto Inland Sea and arrived

at Osaka Port. From there, they took
three trains to a place called Yamato in
Kanagawa Prefecture. He told me that
they worked on manufacturing and
inspecting the quality of instruments for
the Japanese fighter plane “Raiden”

I had heard from Winnie that her
grandfather had worked on aircraft
manufacturing in Japan, but | hadn't
imagined it would be this. According

to So san, they mainly built the cockpit
there and assembled parts from other
factories. He worked there for six months
before being assigned to a factory in
the prefecture where Mount Asama is
located, which | pointed out was Gunma
Prefecture. He responded, “Yes, yes.” At
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that factory, Japanese middle school girls
were helping as well, and although they
were kind to them, because they were
slightly older and better at Japanese,
there was a bit of a gap, so they didn't talk
much. He recalls fond memories of their
time together in a gymnastics class.

As | listened to this series of stories, |
confirmed my understanding with him. |
came to realize that during World War I,
even boys from Taiwan under Japanese
rule were sent to Japan to assist in
manufacturing the “Raiden” fighter planes
under government orders.

By the way, when | asked about the
origins of Mr. Tseng’s surname, he said it
came from Guangdong Province, China.

When | asked if, given that he came to
Japan in 1942, he had experienced air
raids during his time in Japan, he said
that indeed he had, but the Yamato

and Gunma factories, where Taiwanese
workers were employed, were not
targeted as much as the factories where
Japanese worked.

With that, we ended the first day’s
conversation, agreeing to continue next
time.
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[Sunday, August 11, 2024, 19:30-20:30]
Online Cross-talk

Her-song Tseng (Kaohsiung City)

x Keijiro Suzuki (Hsinchu City)

During the day, | took a walk on
Shibajianshan Mountain in Hsinchu

and learned that an air raid shelter built
during the war had been repurposed into
a gravity research facility. | was impressed
by how this war heritage had taken on

a new role. Despite the fatigue from the
hike, I had another conversation with So
san. After yesterday’s talk, | had prepared
the following questions:

- What happened after the war?

- What were you doing on August 15,
19457

- How did you view Taiwan’s path to
independence, having been born under
Japanese rule?

- What place reminds you the most of
Japan?

-What landscapes do you want to
preserve?

| began our conversation, intending to ask
these questions based on our discussion
from yesterday.

So san, reminiscing about my hometown
of Nagoya and Aichi Prefecture, started
by saying, “There’s also Ichinomiya City
in Aichi Prefecture, right?” From there, he
talked about a prefecture with volcanic
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mountains, referring to Kagoshima
Prefecture, and shared memories of
visiting Kirishima Mountain and traveling
around Kyushu. These were trips taken
after the war, likely in the 1960s or 1970s.
He also mentioned Miyazaki Prefecture.
As our conversation developed, tracing
fragments of his memories, | wanted to
ask the aforementioned questions, but |
refrained from steering the conversation
too much, as it would detract from the
joy of listening to his stories.

The name “Miyazaki” also came up
several times yesterday. | wondered if
there was some sentimental attachment
to the place. As we talked, So san said,
“Do you remember that story about a
turtle, some kind of Taro?”“Who was it?
Momotaro? Kintaro?... Ah, Urashima Taro!”
I realized. So san, who loved studying,
recalled memorizing and reciting the
story of “Urashima Taro” when he was

in first grade. He was such an excellent
student that he ranked first in his grade.
He talked about his teachers— a male
teacher in first grade, a female teacher in
second grade. He also mentioned that in
third grade since he loved studying, his
teacher would take So san on his bicycle
on Saturdays to the teacher’s house,
about an hour away, where he would stay
overnight before returning to school the
next day.

His teachers in first through third grade
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were Taiwanese, and from fourth to sixth
grade, they were Japanese. He recalled
that his teacher in fourth and fifth grade
had come from an area struck by a large
earthquake, likely Mie or Wakayama
Prefecture out of my guess. He also spoke
of his music teacher in fourth grade, who
spent a month composing lyrics and
submitted them in a nationwide music

competition in Taiwan.

His teacher, Mr. Yamakawa, wrote a song
that described the landscapes of Taiwan,
agriculture like rice farming, and everyday
life, with three popular verses. So san
kindly sang it for me, and as | listened
closely, | heard keywords like “Penglai”
and “Treasure Island.”

Having heard about “Penglai Rice” at an
exhibition of Taiwanese artists at the
Yamaguchi Center for Arts and Media
(YCAM), | said, “That’s the Penglai rice
that was crossbred using Japanese and
Taiwanese strains to adapt to Taiwan’s
climate, right? It has deep connections
with Yamaguchi Prefecture too!” to which
So san replied, “Yes, exactly”

It became clear that So san had truly
enjoyed music classes. After Mr.
Yamakawa winning the competition, Mr.
Yamakawa even held a banquet with the
prize money, leaving fond memories on
him.
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From these dialogues about local culture,
the topic shifted to Taiwan's nature and
its people. So san noted that there aren’t
many cypress trees in Japan, but Taiwan
has an abundance of them. In Japan,
cypress is a luxury material used in baths
and tubs due to its water resistance
feature, but in Taiwan, it's plentiful. When
| asked more about it, he explained that
the Shintoism gate at Meiji Shrine was
built from cypress trees transported from
inland Taiwan, with some of these trees
being over 1,000 years old.

At this point, So san explained the
indigenous people of Taiwan, the
Takasago tribe, who lived in Taiwan
before the Chinese, Dutch, Spanish, and
eventually the Japanese arrived. The
Takasago originally lived in the plains, but
as the Chinese came in large numbers
with weapons, they had no choice but to
retreat to the mountains. They subsisted

mainly on taro.

When | remarked on his detailed
knowledge, he replied, “Of course! | was
a teacher, after all!” | realized | had asked
him an shameful question.

Then the conversation turned to postwar
times. “After the war, we became first-class
citizens, so we were free to ride trains and
go wherever we wanted. | took a train to
Tokyo, Osaka, and Kobe, then traveled

by ship to Hiroshima and Matsuyama in
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Ehime Prefecture. | returned to Taiwan on
December 20th, 34th year of the Republic
of China calendar, about four months
after the war ended,” he explained.

He also mentioned that there was a song
you weren't allowed to sing in front of a
statue near the Imperial Palace in Tokyo.
Even though the lyrics were written on
the base of the statue, you couldn’t sing
it due to the political climate, where
Taiwanese people were treated as
superior to the Japanese after the war. It
was a statue of Masashige Kusunoki, and
since the political situation had changed,
singing the song was prohibited.

After returning to Taiwan, he said that
Taiwanese people, who had received

a Japanese education, were treated as
lower than the Chinese. With this, we
ended our conversation, promising to

continue the dialogue the following day.

Listening to such stories beyond my
expectations has changed my perspective
on both Japan and Taiwan.
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[Monday, August 12, 2024, 19:30-20:30]
Online Cross-Talk

Mr. Her-song Tseng (Kaohsiung City)

x Keijiro Suzuki (Hsinchu City)

Today, | held an online call from my room.

As usual, Winnie's mother helped with
the internet connection at his home in
Kaohsiung City, and soon after, | started
speaking in Japanese with So san. After
recalling our previous conversations
and sorting my thoughts, | made some
internet research during the day and
found information about the factory in
Yamato City, Kanagawa Prefecture, which
So san had mentioned. | shared that
information with him, and we started
the conversation with his experiences

working at that factory once again.

The factory produced “Raiden” aircraft
and had 45 dormitories. The single-story
dorms housed about 100 people, while
the two-story ones housed around 200.
Taiwanese children between the ages of
12 and 18 were given military uniforms
as soon as they arrived and were not
allowed to wear the clothes they brought

from Taiwan.

Although it was a factory for producing
fighter planes, the hats they were
provided bore the navy’s anchor insignia,
and they all wore green and brown

military uniforms, resembling a small
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army. The work was taught by military
officers, similar to platoon or company
commanders, and involved checking
various instruments like the control stick
movements, altimeter, and speedometer.

Around 1940, So san was told by his
school principal that because his family
was poor, he should go to Japan after
graduating from elementary school.

He was told that he would study in the
morning and work in the afternoon, but
he wasn't given details, so he feels he was
deceived. His monthly salary was about
45 yen. He loved studying. When heading
to the factory, they would always march
like the military.

During the online call, the connection
became unstable, and the conversation
shifted to Hsinchu City and Kaohsiung
City.

According to So san, since Hsinchu City
is a small city, blackouts occasinally
occures, whereas Kaohsiung City is a
larger city that had thrived in the oil
refining industry since the Japanese
colonial period. During the war, it was
targeted by the American Air Force and
bombed. Taiwanese youths were taken
to such factories during the war. So

san mentioned that the best-quality oil
refined from crude oil was used as fuel
for fighter planes. Then, | recalled hearing
about ethanol extracted from sugarcane
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being planned to be used for planes. So,
we started talking about sugarcane.

So san told me that the Japanese
government established sugar
companies, harvested sugarcane grown
in Taiwan, and sent the high-quality
processed sugar to Japan. The lower-
quality sugar left in Taiwan was mixed
and extracted to produce brown sugar for
local market. At the same time, Taiwanese
people were sent to Miyako Island to
work on sugarcane farms, and today,
there are third- and fourth-generation
Taiwanese descendants living on the
island. They plowed the fields using
cattle, or perhaps water buffalo.

During the war, Kaohsiung City was
also attacked by Chinese warships from
offshore.

On August 15, 1945, when Japan
surrendered, MacArthur ordered the
cessation of all war-related factories. Until
the end of the war, Taiwanese people
in Japan were treated as fourth-class
citizens, but after the war, they became
first-class citizens. In particular, So san
was treated as an excellent individual
who could speak Japanese and had
excelled in his studies.

At this point, having heard stories about
So san’s childhood and the factory that
made Japanese fighter planes over the
past two days, | told him | wanted to hear
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about the postwar period since it was
the third day for our dialogue. Then, the
conversation shifted back to the story of
Mr. Yamakawa.

Born in Japan, Mr. Yamakawa was sent to
the Philippines by order of the Japanese
government. Many Japanese soldiers
perished in the war, and it was uncertain
if he would be able to return home safely
or not, but he managed to return by

ship to Yokosuka. When So san visited
Yokosuka, he coincidentally found Mr.
Yamakawa aboard the ship and called out
to him, and they joyfully reunited after
four or five years.

Although the city had been destroyed

by air raids, children who had been
evacuated to the countryside were able
to return to their original addresses.
However, their homes no longer existed.
Afterward, Mr. Yamakawa lived in

rented houses in Tokyo and Chiba, but
eventually returned to Taiwan on the ship
he had boarded in Yokosuka, arriving on
December 20, 1945.

After the war, to work as a teacher in
Taiwan, one had to graduate from
National Taiwan Normal University.
After graduation, Mr. Yamakawa taught
in Taitung and was later transferred to
a school in Tainan (an ancient capital).
Having shared his Kaohsiung address
with So san, he once stayed at an inn
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in Kaohsiung. During his stay, there

was a musical performance featuring a
women’s chorus, and the song for which
Mr. Yamakawa had written the lyrics was
sung. Since the song was popular all over
Taiwan, the audience was captivated.
Among the audience, Mr. Yamakawa, the
lyricist, was praised by everyone in the
hall.

Because of this, So san’s former classmate
heard that Mr. Yamakawa had returned

to Kaohsiung, and the former female
student made a phone call to him the
next day. About 20 former students
gathered for a seafood lunch in the center
of Donggang.

Mr. Yamakawa then went on to establish
a school in a town called Shoryu (?), but
since there weren't many students, he
also accepted children from neighboring
towns like Sekko (?) and Daito Village (?).
However, it was difficult to teach them
because the 4th and 5th graders spoke
Fuzhou dialect, while the 6th graders
spoke Cantonese.

Later, Mr. Yamakawa received letters of
gratitude from seven students, but since
he didn’t understand Taiwanese, So san
translated the letters for him. Every year
thereafter, Mr. Yamakawa sent New Year’s
greeting cards at the end of the Western
calendar year.



Later, through messaging, we confirmed
the following:

The Japanese teacher So san had when
he was in the third and fourth grade was
Mr. Kozo Yamakawa.

The school he attended was Pingtung
County Jiadong Township Changlong
Elementary School.

%% / Reference

%)l & X F07 o T#5 / The factory in Yamato City, Kanagawa Prefecture
https://www.city.yamato.lg.jp/gyosei/soshik/38/kokusai_heiwa/heiwa/virtua/kiti/syounenkou/16210.html
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[September 15, 2024 (Sunday) 16:30-18:00]
Cross Talk in Kaohsiung City
Mr. Her-song Tseng x Keijiro Suzuki

It has been about a month since | last
had a talk with So san. In the meantime,

I made a request to meet him in person,
and So san kindly accepted it, allowing
me to visit his home in Kaohsiung City.
His son picked me up at a nearby station,
and | finally got to meet So san in person.

As soon as | entered his home, we
exchanged greetings in Japanese, and we
hugged each other as if we were long-
lost friends, delighted by the reunion.
Reflecting on how |, who had never met
him before, could hit it off with someone
like So san, who is about 50 years older
than me, | think it's because both of us
grew up in Japan. At the same time, | felt
the complexity of Taiwan’s history, and |
realized that So san’s life, living between
Japan and Taiwan, was not something
distant from my own experiences. It
might have felt as if | were reconnecting
with my own grandfather.

Since some time had passed since our last
conversation, we reviewed what we had
discussed previously while confirming our
shared understanding. While my memory
had faded a bit, So san had recently fallen
and hit his head by accident, which made
him forget parts of our conversation.
However, as soon as we began talking, his
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memories started coming back, and he
shared many stories with me.

Here is a brief summary of my notes from
that time:

Five submarines, two-seater.
19- to 20-year-old youths involved in the
Pearl Harbor attack.

Yamato City, Kanagawa Prefecture.
Child laborers around 12 to 16 years old.

Returned to Taiwan at age 17,
from Yokosuka to Keelung.

The south of Taiwan: sugarcane and
factories.

Changlong Village in Jiadong Township,
Pingtung County.

Cleared fields to build an airfield.
Tobacco and sugarcane factories, as well
as hospitals and apartments.

He wasn't particularly fond of studying,
but he was intelligent and was the class
leader.

As we revisited our memories, | was finally
able to ask about a song written by Mr.
Kozo Yamakawa, which | had wanted to
hear about in person. We went over the

lyrics from my notes from last time:
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So san’s handwritten lyrics of “Taiwan is Fun”
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Taiwan is fun

Shimmering light,

Green wind,

The southern wind blows gently,
Waving rich rice ears,

Rice harvested twice,

Sugarcane grows,

The name of Penglai,

The treasure island,

Taiwan is fun,

Such a wonderful place.

We went over the song verse by verse,
and when | couldn’t read the character for
“Kansha” ( H ), he kindly explained that
it meant sugarcane. The lyrics capture the
charm of Taiwan’s natural environment
and its crops.This song was written by

Mr. Kozo Yamakawa when So san was in
fourth grade. The song won first place in

a nationwide contest held across Taiwan.
It became popular in his fifth year, and
with the prize money, he held a grand
celebration with the teachers at school.

So san, who loves singing, brought out
a notebook with handwritten lyrics

and showed them to me. We reviewed
the content together. While the first to
third verses became widely known, the
fourth verse, though it existed, never
became popular. Looking at the lyrics,

| realized that while the song praised
Taiwan's environment and charm, it also
symbolized Japanese colonial rule. This
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probably made it inappropriate in the
postwar era.

Our conversation continued, and | was
able to ask him about his life in Kaohsiung
after the war, albeit in fragments.

Bananas grow at higher altitudes.
Bananas from South Africa have also been
sold, these days.

The processing zone in Kaohsiung:

A region where factories were built
specializing in manufacturing and
garment production, which attracted
young people looking for work after the
war. They made items like socks.

He tutored Japanese children in math
twice a week. There’s a Japanese school in
Kaohsiung.

His voyage to Japan 83 years ago.

So san also shared letters from a Japanese
family who he stayed in touch with

and photos from his trips to Japan. He
even showed me photos of Nagoya,

my hometown, and the stalactites from
Akiyoshido Cave in Yamaguchi Prefecture,
where | currently live. It felt as if time

and distance were bridged, as the places
he had seen and the places | have seen
overlapped.

Just a month ago, | knew almost nothing
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With Mr. Mr. Her-song Tseng at his residence

%% / Reference

& L% / Taiwanis fun
https://youtu.be/al6x6eUgjRE?si=xqukYum2r2UZ0rLm

about Taiwan, but thanks to So san
and his family, I truly feel like | gained a

deeper understanding about Taiwan now.

I hope | can pass down stories like this to
more people.
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